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View of São Paulo city.
(Photo: Fabio Andrade)
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Presentation | 06

São Paulo is the largest 
city in Latin America and 
home to more than 12 million 
people who fill the streets with 
multiculturalism, innovation, 
creativity, business, and 
entrepreneurship. 

If the future of a population 
is in its youngsters, São Paulo is 
already growing internationally. 
The city has students of 114 
different nationalities, with 
about 6,000 foreign students 
enrolled in our municipal 
schools, proving that São 
Paulo is a city that carries the 
world within itself.The city 
has a population composed 
of Portuguese, Bolivians, 
Japanese, Chinese, Spanish, 
Italians, Chileans, Koreans, 
Arabs, Argentines, French, and 
Haitians, among many others. 
Due to all this diversity, we have 
the second-largest consular 
body in the world. Cultural 
life and international business 
opportunities are part of  
the daily life of São Paulo’s 
people. 

As the 18   most popular 
business world destination and 
the 1   one in Latin America, 

São Paulo, world city

São Paulo welcomes 15.7 
million tourists per year. The 
city receives several events 
that have become milestones, 
attracting national and 
international audiences that 
discover the individuality of a 
city that can make any visitor 
feel at home, experiencing 
characteristics of their own 
country. 

Historically, São Paulo 
has reached a well-deserved 
level. In its origins, it was an 
isolated place hidden by the 
Sea Mountain Ridge, which 
made it difficult for Portuguese 
expeditions to access it. With 
the migration movement caused 
by the abundance of coffee, São 
Paulo became a protagonist 
in the economic, social, and 
cultural sectors. São Paulo 
became a city of the world 
that can contribute to global 
decisions that impact current 
and future generations. This 
city has its global strength 
recognized nationally and 
internationally, precisely 
because São Paulo has its place 
in the world and the world has 
its place in São Paulo. 

Consolação Avenue area view.
(Photo: Fabio Andrade)
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São Paulo is culture!
São Paulo is a great cultural and 

creative territory because of the 
several nationalities and ethnic 
groups’ found here. The multiple 
international and local influences 
have contributed to the creation of 
artistic and aesthetic movements in 
Brazil. Today, the population relies 
on more than 1,400 leisure options 
available in the city, including 
theaters, museums, cinemas, 
nightclubs, venues for concerts, 
parks, and cultural centers. 

When we talk about museums, 
the multicultural attribute is also 
present in a variety of cultural 

equipments. São Paulo has 124 
museums that approach several 
themes. The Afro Brazil 
Museum highlights the 
African perspective 
on Brazilian heritage, 
culture, and identity. 
The Historical Museum 
of Japanese Immigration 
in Brazil has 97,000 items 
that belong to Japanese 
immigrants. The Art Museum 
of São Paulo (MASP) gathers 
the most important collection of 
European art in Latin America 
and in the Southern Hemisphere, 

comprised of works of great names 
in national and international art 
history, such as Botticelli, Candido 

Portinari, Anita Malfatti, Renoir, 
Monet, Picasso, Van Gogh, and 

Chagall. City of the biggest 
groups of cheerers of our 
national sport, we even have 
the only Soccer Museum in 

Brazil. 
São Paulo‘s capital is the 

second-largest filming destination 
in Latin America and has generated 
a financial turnover of at least 
R$1.9 billion. Among them Netflix, 

Sense8 and Black Mirror series, and 
“Conquest” by actor/producer Keanu 
Reeves and director Carl Rinsch.

The multiculturalism reinforces 
the diverse attribute of São Paulo. 
The city features public and private 
concerts of several musical styles, 
such as samba, hip-hop, funk, 
MPB, and rock. The population can 
appreciate the cultural power of 
the capital both in their homes and 
on the streets. São Paulo City Hall 
executes events such as Virada 
Cultural and the Historical Heritage 
Day.
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São Paulo 
is the second 

largest filming 
destination

in Latin
America.



Created in 2012 in London (UK), the World Cities 
Culture Forum (WCCF) is an international network 
composed of more than 40 cities from all continents 
that dialogue on cultural topics.

São Paulo city joined the network in July 2020 to 
include a new approach to urban culture, contributing 
to new ways of promoting the sector.

São Paulo at the World Cities Culture Forum (WCCF)
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119 theaters

600 theatre 
performances 
per year

124 museums

76 cinemas

357 exhibition 
rooms

109 cultural 
centers

41 popular parties

796 street 
carnival blocks

184 nightclubs

São Paulo Culture 
in numbers: 

294 rooms for 
concerts and shows

Source: Municipal Secretary of Tourism



The influence of different 
nationalities and cultures 
from every corner of Brazil 
has transformed São Paulo 
city into a territory that values 
diversity. According to the 
survey “Living in São Paulo - 
Diversity” by Rede Nossa São 
Paulo (2018), more than half of 
the population is favorable to 
create public policies for the 
LGBTI+ community. An example 
of this policy is the adoption of 
a social name by transsexuals 
and transvestites.  

In addition to citizens’ 
perception of gender diversity 
and sexuality, São Paulo City 
Hall has committed itself to fight 
discrimination and to create 
alternatives for the inclusion of 
the LGBTI+ community in the 
municipality. In early 2020, for 
example, Law No. 17,301 was 
sanctioned, prohibiting any 

form of discrimination on the 
grounds of sexual orientation 
or gender identity of a person in 
the city. 

São Paulo also has the 
LGBTI+ Policy Coordination, an 
agency linked to the Municipal 
Secretary of Human Rights 
and Citizenship (SMDHC), 
which formulates, articulates, 
promotes and monitors actions 
for citizenship, and guarantees 
the rights of homosexuals, 
bisexuals, transvestites, 
transsexuals and intersexuals 
people.

The celebration of diversity 
in the capital occurs during the 
largest LGBT Pride Parade in 
the world: in 2019, more than 
3 million people attended the 
event at Paulista Avenue. In 
addition to making the LGBTI+ 
movement visible, the action is 
an open class about respect. 
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São Paulo is Diversity!                                                                                                                          



Throughout its history, São 
Paulo has been the stage for 
major events that have impacted 
the city’s culture and economy. 
The 1922 Modern Art Week, 
the São Paulo International 
Art Biennial, and international 
personalities appearance at the 
Municipal Theater of São Paulo, 
one of the most emblematic 
cultural buildings of Brazil, 
are some examples of this 
importance. 

The city remains the stage 
for the calendar of major events. 
Among them, Carnival, which 
is one of the most awaited 
celebrations by the population. 
In 2020, Carnival attracted 15 
million people, with revenue of 
R$ 2 billion for the city and a 
record number of street blocks:  

796 blocks in 861 parades. 
The number was 71% higher 
compared to 2019. Besides the 
celebration on the streets, the 
population and tourists can also 
enjoy Carnival at the Anhembi 
Sambadrome, with the parade 
of samba schools in the city 
that turns the event into a space 
to address issues such as the 
Industrial Revolution, historical 
people, Brazilian culture, and 
international agendas, among 
others. 

Another outstanding event is 
the LGBT Pride Parade, which 
gathered 3 million people at 
Paulista Avenue and generated 
revenue of R$ 403 million in 
the city’s economy in 2019, 40% 
higher than the R$ 288 million 
on economic turnover reported 

in 2018. The 2019 Parade also had 
an increase of 78% in the number 
of visitors compared to 2017. 
The data reinforce the social 
movement to fight for the rights 
of the LGBTI+ community. 

When the agenda is creative 
economy, Virada Cultural is one 
of the successful cases. The 2019 
edition of the event had more 
than 1,200 free activities spread 
over 250 spots in the city, which 
gathered more than 5 million 
people.

São Paulo city has hosted the 
Brazilian edition of the Formula 
1 Grand Prix for over 40 years. 
In 2019, the event set a record 
audience: more than 158,000 
people attended Formula 1. The 
event was renamed the São 
Paulo Grand Prix in the official 
calendar of the competition in 
2021.
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Samba Schools Parade in 2020.
(Photo: Fabio Andrade)

Virada Cultural in 2019. 
(Photo: Prefeitura de São Paulo)

LGBTQ+ Pride Parade in 2018.
 (Photo: Prefeitura de São Paulo)

São Paulo, stage 
of major events 



Literature and the automotive sector 
also stand out in the city. The São Paulo 
International Auto Show handles R$ 320 
million in the city. It is the main event 
on this segment in Latin America and 
the 3    largest world fair. The São Paulo 
International Book Fair goes beyond 
business and activities focused on the 
literary market. In the 2018 edition, the fair 
promoted a professional conference for 30 
international publishers and 30 national 
publishers, who participated in business 
rounds of the Latin American publishing 
market and the Arab World. At the time, the 
fair also had an international delegation 
from the Sharjah Arab Emirates, guest of 
honor of that edition.

rd
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SÃO PAULO 
INTERNATIONAL 
BOOK FAIR
SP FASHION WEEK
CAMPUS PARTY
BUSINESS SHOW
SÃO PAULO 
INTERNATIONAL 
AUTO SHOW
SP TECH WEEK
COMIC CON 
EXPERIENCE



São Paulo, 
capital of gastronomy 

São Paulo is the second-largest city in 
the world in number of restaurants with 58 
types of cuisine, such as Japanese, Korean, 
Lebanese, Armenian, Italian, French, Chinese, 
Greek, Mexican, and Congolese, among others. 
In terms of gastronomy, São Paulo stands out 
in its cosmopolitan version. 
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São Paulo’s Municipal Market.  
(Photo: Fabio Andrade)

2   largest 
city in the world 

in number of 
restaurants

500 churrascarias 
(restaurants specialized 
in roasted meat)

350 hamburgeries

800 vegetarian 
restaurants

600 Japanese 
restaurants

400 Food Trucks
20,000

restaurants

58 types of 
cuisine

30,000
 bars

Source: Municipal Secretary of Tourism
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Octávio Frias de Oliveira Brigde. 
(Photo: Fabio Andrade)

SÃO PaULO WOrLD CITy
SÃO PaULO WOrLD CITy
SÃO PaULO WOrLD CITy
SÃO PAULO WORLD CITY
SÃO PAULO WORLD CITY
SÃO PAULO WORLD CITY
SÃO PAULO WORLD CITY



São Paulo is movement

Public transportation in São Paulo 
City starts its operation at 4:40 am. Of 
course, we could imagine that the city 
wakes up and starts operating from 
this time, but this is not what happens: 
São Paulo is a territory of opportunities 
at any time of the day or night. 

Its more than 12 million inhabitants 
experience their journey with the 
support of more than 14,000 buses, 
three bus terminals, 89 subway 
stations, 94 train stations, 565 
kilometers of bicycle paths, and two 
commercial airports that connect the 
city with the rest of Brazil and the 
world. There are 1,521.11 km² of space 
where life never stops happening. 

Business, entrepreneurship, 
art, culture, sustainability, tourism, 
national and international events of 
great expressiveness, gastronomy, 
education, and several other sectors are 
potential for growth and development 
in a city that belongs to the world.
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Paulista Avenue during the LGBT Parade in 2019. 
(Photo: Fabio Andrade)

72,8 million
landings at 
airports in 

Greater Sao Paulo

8,9 million
vehicles 

9 million
people 

transported on 
buses per day

565,9 km
of bicycle 

paths

TranSPOrT 
in FigUreS :

Sources: Tourism 
Observatory/ 2018 and 

Traffic Engineering 
Company/ 2020

Watch the promotional 
video of São Paulo city:



Sao Paulo, the city of 
business and tourism 

São Paulo is the 17    wealthiest city in 
the world and represents 32.9% of the Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP) of the State of São 
Paulo (2017) and 9.6% of Brazil’s GDP (2017). The 
city is also the 1   in Latin America in Foreign 
Direct Investment (FDI). 

If it were a country, it would be in the 47     
global economic position. Until August 2020, 
the city exported USD 2.8 billion and imported 
USD 5.1 billion, reaching 6    place in the 
country export ranking. 

63% of the international groups installed 
in Brazil are in São Paulo city, according to 
Fecomercio (2013). The capital is the 18    most 
popular business world destination and 
receives 15.7 million visitors per year (2018). 

Approximately 59 
streets in the city are 
specialized in more than 
51 segments. The largest 
popular-trade zone in 
Latin America is located 
here and is known as 25 
de Março Street. 

23 | Business and Tourism Business and Tourism | 24

25 de Março Street, in downtown.
(Photo: Fabio Andrade)

By August 2020, 
São Paulo city 
had handled 

more than USD 
7.9 billion with 
foreign trade.

The capital is 
the 1    city in the 

Export Ranking of 
the State of São 
Paulo and is in 6   
place in Brazil.

The city 
concentrates 
25% of São 

Paulo’s exporting 
companies.

Source: SP Negócio

São Paulo city received 2.9 
million foreign tourists and 
12.8 million Brazilian       
     tourists in 2018.

The sector 
handled R$ 12.9 
billion in 2018.

Among the lodging 
options, there are  

403 hotels and 
79 hostels .

The average stay of international 
tourists is ten days. Brazilian tourists 
stay, on average, two days in the city 
of São Paulo.

figures
São Paulo

Tourism figures 
in São Paulo

Source: Municipal Secretary Tourism
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All cities in the 
world meet in 

São Paulo

   One of the greatest attributes of the 
city of São Paulo is its diversity. 
Home to more than 12 million people, 
the city is multicultural and formed 
by the gathering of diverse traditions, 
cultures, and customs of national 
and international communities 
that chose São Paulo to call 
their home, in addition to the 
religious diversity, which is 
an important feature of the city.     
   In order to represent the 114 
nationalities present in the 
city, we have the second 
largest consular body in 
the world, behind New 
York (USA) only. 
   The several foreign 
communities also left 
their mark in several 
locations of the city, 
such as the districts 
of Liberdade, Bixiga, 
Mooca, Bom Retiro, 
among others.

The city’s calendar also 
includes 41 celebrations of 
international communities, such 
as the Chinese New Year, the 
Japan Festival, Alasita, and the 
Achiropita Party. 

The migrant population finds 
welcoming here: the coordination, 
linked to the city’s Municipal 
Secretary of Human Rights and 
Citizenship (SMDHC), responsible 
for assisting immigrants, 
has developed the Municipal 
Immigrant Policy Plan to 
welcome and defend the needs of 
the population.

Photos from the Chinese New Year 
event held on January 17  , 2020, and 

from Alasita, a traditional Bolivian 
community festival celebrated on 

January 24  , 2020. 
(Photo: Fabio Andrade)
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International 
Representations

49 General 
Consulates

47 Honorary 
Consulates

11 Commercial 
Offices

33 Chambers 
of Commerce



Sustainable#SP Sustainable
Since the institution of 

the United Nations (UN) 2030 
Agenda, São Paulo city has 
implemented initiatives related 
to the Sustainable Development 
Objectives (SDGs), seeking to 
strengthen the city’s commitment 
to future generations.São Paulo 
was the first Brazilian city to 
institute a municipal law on 
climate change and signed the 

Letter of Commitment with the 
Paris Agreement, a document in 
which cities commit to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions 
by 2050 and comply with the 
goals of the Agreement. With 
the signing of the Letter, the 
municipality became part of the 
C40 Climate Action Planning 
Program in Latin America, the 
Cities Climate Leadership Group.

In 2020, the international team prepared the 
Sustainable Development Report in the city 
of São Paulo, with international support from 
the Union of Ibero-American Capital Cities 
(UCCI) network, an organization that aims to 
promote cooperation and exchange between 
the cities in the network, in the context of the 
project “Strategy for the Implementation of 
the 2030 Agenda and Location of Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDG)”.
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Ibirapuera Park Lake.
(Photo: Fabio Andrade) Source: Municipal Secretary of Green and Environment

126 
parks

108 
municipal 

urban 
parks

9
municipal 

conservation 
units

5
areas of

environmental 
protection

3
municipal 

plant 
nurseries

GreenGreen areas in the Capital

Please, access the 
full report here:



About 30% of the São Paulo 
City’s territory is a rural area. In 
these areas, the cultivation of 
organic agriculture stands out. 

Through the partnership 
with the Ellen MacArthur 
Foundation, in which São Paulo 
is one of the Emblematic Cities 
of the Food Initiative alongside 
London (United Kingdom) 
and New York (USA), the 
municipality has developed 
several projects on the circular 
economy in the food area. One 
example is the Connect the 

Dots project, which articulates 
several public policies related 
to family farming, solid waste 
management, work generation, 
and income. 

Through this initiative, São 
Paulo City Hall buys organic 
food from rural producers for 
school meals, offering healthier 
meals to students at municipal 
schools in the city. The actions 
seek to take advantage of the 
potential of food and to develop 
society and the environment in 
a prosperous way.

Circular economy and healthy eating

The indigenous community in the 
city of São Paulo is composed of 

about 3,000 people. There are 12 
villages spread throughout the 
territory, being Jaragua home to 
six villages, with more than 160 
families.  
The municipality has the 

Coordination of Indigenous 
People, linked to the Municipal 

Secretary of Human Rights and 
Citizenship (SMDHC), and the 
Municipal Council of Indigenous 
Peoples (CMPI) to guarantee 
representativeness and to create 
public policies.

Indigenous people in São Paulo
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“Indigenous Beauty” event in 2019.
(Photo: Press Release/PMSP)

Manequinho Lopes Municipal Plant Nursery.
(Photo: Fabio Andrade)
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Access the virtual edition of this 
material and the Portuguese 
and Spanish versions:


